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                  President's Message 

________________________ 
                                                                      By Scott Smith 

 

       

 I love most things about the fall - the cooler days and crisp nights, the gradual fading of the hosta garden 

and the changing leaves that signal the end of yet another year of fabulous gardening.    

Unfortunately in Georgia this year, the first days of the fall feel more like the middle of July and things 

are looking a bit crispy.  Despite that, we have a bright side in the fact that the shorter days are a signal to 

our gardens to begin winding down for a winter rest.   

 

At the Georgia Hosta Society, fall is a time for us to prepare for our winter rest and look forward to a new 

year of gardening.  I especially enjoy getting all of the different garden catalogs and e-mails so I can look 

at what new things I need to try and grow next year.   As your president, fall is also the time of year when 

we are setting the agenda for next yearôs activities to be sponsored by the GHS. 

 

Due to a change in venue availability at the Garden House, we will be joined by members of the Daylily 

Society of Greater Atlanta at our next meeting.  It will be fun to talk with folks who actually garden in the 

sun versus gardening in our shade-loving hosta gardens.  Weôll start our business meeting a bit early so 

we can make time for them to have their meeting before lunch. Then we will have our speaker, C. H. 

Falstad, present a great program for us. 

 

In 2019, we are planning quite a few exciting speakers, garden tours and, of course, our yearly Hosta 

Show and Plant Sale.  In order to make sure that I continue to serve you well, I would like to ask you all 

to think about what else youôd like to see GHS do in the coming year and send me a brief note with your 

thoughts.  I will make sure that all your thoughts and suggestions are discussed with the rest of the Board 

so we can determine how to honor as many of these ideas as possible.   

 

As always, I ask you to remember to take pictures of your garden so that we can include them in a future 

newsletter.   

 

Iôm looking forward to seeing each and every one of you at our next meeting.  Until thenéHappy 

Growing! 
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Next Meeting      November 10, 2018      11:00 A.M. 

Deen Day Sanders Garden House, 10777 Bell Road, Duluth, GA  30097 
 

Speaker ï C. H. Falstad 

"Recent and Old Aspects Iôve Learned about Landscapingò 
 

 

Our speaker for our November 10 meeting will be 

Clarence (C.H.) Falstad.  C.H. is certainly no 

stranger to us, having presented another 

entertaining program to GHS several years ago.  

He is certainly no stranger to the world of hostas, 

either.  He is a past president of the American 

Hosta Society and continues to serve AHS in a 

number of other capacities. 

 

C.H. is a supreme plant lover and has spent an 

entire career promoting and advancing many 

plants, especially hostas and other perennials.  He 

graduated from the University of Illinois with a 

degree in Ornamental Horticulture, specializing in 

tissue culture.  After graduating, he began 

working for Walters Gardens, Inc., located in 

Zeeland, Michigan, which is the premier provider 

of perennials to the trade in the United States and 

Canada.  For almost 30 years he worked mostly in 

the Walters Gardens tissue culture lab operations 

with other periods of hybridizing work along with 

intellectual property activities - patents, 

trademarks and licensing of plants developed at 

Walters Gardens.  He enjoys hybridizing hostas 

and numerous other plants, constantly seeking 

improvement.  Most recently he has taken up the 

challenge of improving edible chestnuts 

(Castanea).  One of his personal goals is to have 

woody trees and shrubs flowering every month of 

the year, a goal he jokingly admits will be a little 

more challenging in Michigan than in Georgia. 

 

In C.H.ôs program, entitled ñRecent and Old Aspects Iôve Learned about Landscaping,ò he will offer sage 

advice which he has gathered from his own experiences as well as that which he has received from other 

gardeners.  He will also be presenting to us some new plants developed at Walters Gardens, including 

hostas, never before seen.  His program promises to be exciting.  Donôt miss it! 

 

 

Clarence (C.H.) Falstad     
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Note Meeting Time Change ï Meeting will begin at 11:00 A.M. 

 

Food Theme for November 10 Meeting  

ñFALLôS AMBER (AND YELLOW AND ORANGE) GLOWò 
 

Now is the time of harvest and our minds move to thinking of the 

upcoming Thanksgiving holiday.  Our hospitality chair, Julia Lyons, 

immediately thought of the pumpkin as a symbol of the season but she 

wanted to include more choices.  With that in mind, she has declared that 

the theme of this meetingôs lunch will be favorite fall dishes that 

include pumpkin, squash, or sweet potatoes.  We are excited to see 

what great food our creative members will bring.  You have another dish 

in mind?  That is ok.  Bring any meats, vegetables, salads, or desserts 

that you desire.  GHS will provide meats, paper goods and drinks. 

 

 

Welcome Members of the Daylily Society of Greater Atlanta 
 

The Daylily Society of Greater Atlanta also meets at Deen Day Sanders Garden House, a private facility 

owned by the Day family who have a home next door to the facility.  DSGA was scheduled to meet there 

the week after our meeting, but the Day family will need the facility for family activities surrounding the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  GHS offered to share our meeting date with DSGA.  We proposed that we have a 

joint meeting with them and DSGA accepted our offer.  We have a great speaker for the day whose topic 

should be of as much interest to the DSGA members as it will be to us.  We will start the day with our 

own business meeting, followed by DSGAôs business meeting.  Then we will share lunch together with 

both groups bringing food.  With that in mind, please plan to bring a little extra food to ensure that we 

have plenty for all.  After lunch, we will all enjoy Mr. Falstadôs presentation. 

.   

 

Notice:  Time to Pay Your 2019 Dues.  See Last Page for Membership 

Details and Renewal Form. 

 

  



5 
 

Steve McMurtry and Ricky Cox Presented  

American Hosta Society Certificates of Appreciation 

 
Long-time GHS members 

Steve McMurtry and Ricky 

Cox were presented AHS 

Certificates of Appreciation at 

the GHS general meeting on 

September 8.  These awards 

recognize outstanding service 

at the local society level.  

Recipients of these awards will 

also be recognized on the AHS 

Website Wall of Honor. 

 

There could be no more 

deserving recipients of this 

award than Steve and Ricky.  

Both have contributed greatly 

with their time, effort, and 

material to the success of 

GHS. Steve is our current 1st 

VP in charge of programs and is 

our immediate past President.  

He has served for many years as our Ways and Means Chair and in that capacity, he continues to plan and 

ensure the success of numerous fund-raising activities to keep us financially stable.  He is an artistic 

master at creating container gardens and has shared his expertise with our members through programs on 

trough and container gardens as well as through other demonstrations.   

 

Like Steve, Ricky is also an important contributor to the general success of GHS.  Until health problems 

forced him to resign just recently, he was our 2nd VP in charge of membership.  In this capacity, he 

worked tirelessly to promote GHS and recruit new members.  He was instrumental in keeping our 

membership list current and accurate for many years.  In addition, he has partnered with Steve on 

numerous GHS projects.   

 

As if all of the above contributions were not enough to make Steve and Ricky well-deserved recipients of 

this award, they also founded and run Rising Star Hosta Farm, previously known as Popoôs Garden.  In 

that capacity they have contributed many hostas and other plants to our various sales and auctions, and 

have been dependable vendors at our annual Hosta Show and Plant Sale.    

 

We are proud to present AHS Certificates of Appreciation to Steve and Ricky, two of our most valued 

members.  Congratulations and thanks for all you do for us. 

Steve McMurtry and Ricky Cox 
Photo by Mikky Lockwood  
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A Look Back to the September 8th  General Meeting 
 

Photos by Mikky Lockwood 


